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NY Theatre Openings This Week 


The Emperor's Clothes-Barrymore 2/9/53. Playwrights Company and Robert White- 
head present George Tabori's new play with Lee J. Cobb, Maureen Stapleton and Bran- 
don de Wilde, staged by Harold Clurman...On Borrowed Time-48th St Theatre 2/10/53 
Richard W. Krakeur and Randolph Hale present revival of Paul Osborn's comedy, with 
Victor Moore, Leo G.Carroll and Bealuh Bondi,directed by Marshall Jamison...Hazel 
Flagg-Hellinger 2/11/53. Jule Styne and Anthony B, Farrell present musical adaption 
of "Nothing Sacred" film with book by Ben Hecht,score by Styne and lyrics by Hill- 
ijard. Cast headed by Helen Gallegher,Thomas Mitchell and Benay Venuta...John Brown's 
Body- Century 2/14/53. Paul Gregory presents limited 8 week engagement of Stephen 
Vincent Benet's poem narrated by Tyrone Power, Judith Anderson and Raymond Massey. 


Digests of Current NYC Theatre Reviews 


Touchstone-Music Box 2/3/53. Most of daily critics marked off William Stucky's 
first play as an earnest,but highly confused script. Presented by Elaine Perry,and 
having a cest headed by Ian Keith, Ossie Davis,and Josh White,Jr. play concerns 
visions of a young Negro boy . Many of critics found stretches of fine writing in 
script, but almost all thought characters and plot was much too involved for a sin- 
gle play. Atkinson,Times,filed the harshest notice tabbing script one of the murk- 
iest plays of our time, with a set of thoroughly inscrutable characters. If play 
was as moving as author is intelligent, Kerr,Herald Tribune,believes it would have 
been much more striking. Chapman,News,found it confusing and diffuse, and is con- 
vinced author don't know what it is about either. Coleman,Mirror,encouraged Stucky, 
a staff writer on the Louisville Courier Journal to try again,for his first effort 
shows scenes of terrefic emotional impact. Bad plotting was chief blame laid by 
Hawkins,World Telegram & Sun. Watts,Post,agreed that script was over wrought, heavy 
handed and considerably confused. Shipley, WEVD New Leader,panned it for being 
humorless. 


Love's Labour's Lost- City Center 2/4/53. Mixed notices greeted first pro- 
duction of New York City Drama company under direction of Albert Marre.Majority 
thought production of seldom seen Shakespeare comedy fulfilled one of the purposes 
the project was set up for. Joseph Schildkraut, Kevin McCarthy and Meg Mundy head 
large cast, with leads faring better on reviews than supporting cast. Robert Fletc- 
her's i9$th century costumes were okayed by most, but unusual props,such as phono- 
graphs and an onstage auto dismayed several. Times,Herald Tribune and WT&S re- 
viewers thought this was one of the Bard's plays that was better off undone. At- 
kinson, Times, panned majority of supporting cast for not knowing how to handle 
Shakespeare at all. Studiously prosaic is how Kerr,Herald Tribune,classified the 
over all speech patterns of the cast. While Hawkins,WT&S, believes this production 
is perfect example of a precious high schoolish production that ruins the repertory 
idea. 


The FifthSeason-Cort 1/23/53. Trade paper reviewers Francis,Billboard ,and 
Kahn, Variety, plus Gibbs,New Yorker, joined majority of critics who found English 
debut of Yiddish comedy favorite Menasha Skulnik great fun. They also approved per- 
formances of Richard Whorf,Phyllis Hill and cast in Sylvia Regan’s new comedy of 
life and troubles in the garment industry, produced by George Kondolf,directed by 
Gregory Ratoff. Time and Newsweek appraisers turned thumbs down. Former frankly 
found it painful,while latter settled for term footless comedy. Newsweek man added 
that he doubts if large girls onstage were really size 10 models. 
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' OFF BROADWAY NOTES ' 


Coriolanus opens at Provincetown Repertory Theatre Feb 19,current production 
is Francois de Curel's The Fossils...ANTA sponsoring Touring Players,Inc. cross 
country tour,starting Feb 21 in Norfolk...Blackfriars Guild production of Angelic 
Doctor, a new play on life of St Thomas Aquinas by Rev. Brendan larnen,okayed by 
McClain,Journal American as a heroic effort,wonderfully produced...Equity Library 
presentation of Ah,Wilderness, done without scenery, wasn't too successful from 
the production standpoint, Vene,Variety, and Francis, Billboard,agreed. Addition 
of narrator to explain the setless scenes didn't help...Atkinson,Times, journeyed 
to Washington,D.C. to witness Arena Stage's production of Robert Anderson's new 
play_All Summer Long, an adaption of Donald Wetzel's novel " A Wreath and a 
Curse. Play is ideally suited to central staging,critic noted, though script in 
present form seems to be in & hurry...Three In One revue written by and produced 
by Ken Parker at Jan Hus House opened, but press will not be invited for a week. 
Equity Library Theatre presents Man and Superman Fet 11-15 and Finian's Rainbow 
Feb 25-March 1,both at Lenox Hill playhouse. 


' YIDDISH THEATRE NOTES ' 

Yiddish Theatre Ensemble production of Lion Feuchtwanger's The Devil In 
Boston, being presented weekends at Barbizon Plaza, highly recommended by Chap- 
man,News, for being very well mounted, persuasively acted drama of New England 
witch hunts, written about the same period of US history as The Crucible. Though 
the critic understands no Yiddish he did think play,directed by Morris Carnovosky 
compares very well next to the Miller script...Irving Jacobson and Mae Schoen- 
feld co-star in Manny Fleischmenn*s Yiddish revue Time to Laugh, presented week- 
ends at Downtown National. 


THEATRE BOOK NOTES 


Random House will publish Terrence Rattigan's Deep Blue Sea...New Direct=- 
ions will publish Tennessee Williams' Camino Real...Dodd,Mead reports full 
collection of "Best Plays" series are kept in print...McGraw Hill will publish 
Ward Morehouse*s biography of George M. Cohan in April...Cambridge University 
Press re-issued 3 volume Nicoll's “History of Restoration Drama" first published 
in 1923...Talluleah Bankhead's autobiography now being serialized in 30 US papers, 
including the NY Journal American. 


' SUMMER THEATRE BRIEFS ' 


Actors Equity has revised its 5 day summer theatre rehearsal rule allowing 
it to be waived on written application of local management for shows involving 
not more than 3 touring actors...Summer Theatre Directory,now being compiled by 
Leo Shull, will contain more than 300 thea tres. 
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. ANTA Forum on TV's Threat to Theatre's Future ' 


TV, far from being a threat to theatre, can aid it in diverse ways, panel 
members at Greater NY Chapter of ANTA forum agreed. Max Gordon, Peggy Wood, 
Walter Abel, Faye Emerson and Gene Lockhart suggested a few of the various ways 
the new medium could be used to find new theatre audiences and develop them into 
regular theatre fans. Col C. Lawton Campbell, ANTA Board Chairman,was the chair- 
man of the meeting held at ANTA playhouse. 


Theatre can return to its former importance in America, pointed out Gordon, 
only if it encourages the present generation of writers to stock to the theatre. 
Using his own career for background facts, the producer recalled that at the age 
of 18, when he was an advance agent for a theatre company, every medium sized 
city in the country had a theatre, a vaudeville house, a burlesque house and a 
theatre housing a melodrama. With the start of the talking pictures an entire 
generation of creative writers went to Hollywood to earn “easy" money. This,he 
fears,was the start of the downfall of the American theatre as we know it. ‘he 
same thing can happen again if the entire present generation of creative writers 
goes into TV instead of the theatre,he concluded. 


Peggy Wood doesn*t know if TV is a real threat to theatre or not, but she 
does know that the theatre can't stand any more such threats. The reason the 
fablous invalid is practically dead,she believes, is because the theatre has 
turned into too much of a business. When producers took over the reins from 
the actor-managers, all kinds of economic rules began operating as to what kind 
of a play could be produced at a profit. The actress, currently the star of 
TV Mama program , believes also that everything is a threat to the theatre,in- 
cluding the theatres themselves with uncomfortable seats. She suggested that 
national advertisers might be interested in sponsoring legitimate productions 
to aim at higher intellect groups. Under such a plan the sponsor*s name would 
only appear on the program as the producer, but no commercials would be allowed 
during the action of the play,of course. 


The decentralization of the American cities is the reason for the demise 
of US theatre, Abel explained. Living in the suburbs has made theatre going a 
chore. Paul Gregory*s projects with Charles Laughton and others have found the 
answer,he pointed out, in taking theatre to where the audience is. By opening 
up this new kind of road, Gregory was smart enough to realize what this new 
audience wanted. Theatre*s answer, Abel continued, isn*t to fight a monster 
like T V, but to join it. Advertising agencies bankrolls represent the sub- 
sidy for all kinds of other entertainment. The actor believes that TV will do 
for the drama, what radio did for the encouragement of fine music. 


' IA Theatre News ' 


Webster*s Widow, a new comedy by Sanford Hill is first production of newly 
formed Rainbow Theatre, organized by Byrd Holland...Carousel will open 16th 
season of IA Civic Opera in April...There Are Crimes and Crimes now playing 
at Arena...Bell,Book and Candle opens Feb 12 at Pasadena Playhouse ‘with K T 
Stevens and Hugh Marlowe...Anna Iucasta opens first production at new Ebony 
Theatre Showcase Feb 10...Here We Go revue at Call Board “heatre greeted as 
witty,piquant and sophisticated by Van Blon,Times...Ann narding in central 
staging version of The Corn is Green at Palm Spring Playhouse okayed by 
Schallert,Times, though he noted actress will have to learn to get used to 
problems of arena playing. 
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DRAMA REPORTERS PANNED...NYC drama reporters received a " con" notice from the 
anonymous critic of critics in Theatre Arts. Current article brands the 
entire breed as experts in the reporting of events which never happen. 
Many,article added, are victims of their own prejudices and foibles in 
the reporting or reporting of certain items. For specfic and accurate 
information on theatre, the article suggested ready the drama ads,not 
the drama reporters. Up to the present writing not one drama reporter and/or 
critic has mentioned the article in print. 


THEATRE IDEAS...No excuse can be offered by an actor for picking a poor stage 
name, points out " The Stage." With the whole world of names to choose 
from, the individual can certainly find one easy to remember and easy to 
spell...Office reading for parts is a practice which has sometimes crept 
into theatre from other forms of the entertainment business,warns Burr, 
Playbill. Conscientious and able producers have no need for such shenan- 
igans...Mirror offers printed mail order blanks to current Broadway shows 
if a 6¢ self addressed envelope is enclosed. 


MINORITY REPORT...First adverse notice filed against Geraldine Page,Mid Summer 
star, recorded by NBC Leon Pearson on his Critic At large broadcast. In- 
stead of agreeing with the rave notices the former Off Broadway star has 
received, Pearson thought she shuffled through a very creaky play. He also 
doubts if play will last as long in NY as title suggests. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...Action of Mayor of St Louis labeling John Van Druten's 
I Am A Camera an example of NYC gutter culture questioned by Shea ffer, 
Eagle on 2 counts. First, what does the said Mayor know about NY gutter 
culture, and second, what constitutes him an authority on culture. The 
play in question is more moral than the Mayor,critic concludes...What 
happens after curtain falls on Dial M For Murder worries Watts,Post.At 
first he assumed that culprit was hanged for murder,but he is now advised 
that the most the man will get is a few years for perjury. 


DRAMA QUIZ...How many names of characters in plays do you know, asks Chapman, 
News. Critic suggests this mild quiz game as a sure way to have fun, and 
maybe drive you crazy. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITE...NY critics are a motley,deadl; crew, who don't write with 

any passion, Jed Harris, director of The Crucible, complained to Morehouse 
World Telegram & Sun. While the critics of the '20s had wit and style,today's 

crop are neither good critics nor good journalists,Harris continued. One NY 
paper,he noted,has gone in style from intelligence to mediocrity,and now 
has fallen into a complete sinkhole. Another has a critic that Harris is 
stumped on how he got his job. Morehouse article didn*t reveal names of 
those Harris was referring to. 


' Theatre News Round Up ' 


Touchstone closed after 7 performances ...NY theatre booking jam may 
force The Bat to close unless it can find a thea tre to move to by Feb 18 
-» The Bat and The Fifth Season have added Sunday matinee and evening per- 
formances...Variety reports that Leonard Sillman has charged Shuberts and 
Sullivan ticket agency with attempting to close New Faces by cutting ticket 
sales...Bette Davis illness kept Two*s Compamy closed several days...Ward More- 
House, WT&S, resting after_operation at Lenox Hill Hospital. 
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